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(54) CHARACTER AREA DETERMINING METHOD FOR IMAGE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a character area determining method for an 
image which can accurately determine a character area even when 
image data include a background image other than a character 
string and the character quality is inferior. 

CONSTITUTION: The image including the character string which has 
specific arrangement and consists of characters of the same size is 
inputted and binarized (SI and S2), character candidates whose 
features meet specific conditions are extracted from all connected 
pixels included in the processed data (S3 and S4), and the 
circumscribed rectangular area including all character candidates 
whose mutual position relation shows the specific arrangement (S5 
and S6). Consequently, the character area can accurately be 
determined at all times. 
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